
  
 
 

Benjamin E. Hermalin 
Executive Vice Chancellor & Provost 
200 California Hall #1500 
Berkeley, CA 94720-1500 

October 20, 2025 
 
Professor Jelani Nelson, Chair 
Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
Professor John Wawrzynek, Division Chair 
Division of Computer Sciences 
Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
Re:  Finding with regard to alleged violation of Regents Policy 2301 by Peyrin Kao 
 
 
Dear Chairs Nelson and Wawrzynek, 
 
I have been asked, consistent with current campus policy and practice, to make a determination as to whether Peyrin Kao, 
a Unit 18 Lecturer in your department, violated Regents Policy 2301 during the spring 2024 semester and the fall 2025 
semester. My review of this matter was informed by your letter of September 23, 2025 sent to Assistant Vice Chancellor 
Kellie Brennan, my watching the relevant portion (time stamp 49:11 to end) of a recording of Mr. Kao’s April 26, 2024 
CS 61B lecture, media coverage of Mr. Kao’s recent actions that was shared with me, and a letter of complaint sent to me 
by  on behalf of . 
 
Spring 2024 Allegation 
It is alleged that Mr. Kao violated Regents Policy 2301 at the end of the April 26, 2024 CS 61B lecture by using the 
classroom to share and advocate for political views concerning topics that not germane to CS 61B.  
 
In your September 23rd letter to Brennan, you summarize Mr. Kao’s remarks as “off-topics [that] included the conflict in 
Israel and Gaza, an expression of solidarity with a protest happening outside the classroom, Google’s business dealings 
with Israel, UC’s investment in companies that themselves invest in companies that ‘supply bombs,’ and calls for 
solidarity with those in Gaza and to ‘Free Palestine.’” That summary agrees with my own review of the audio of a video 
of that portion of the lecture. I also heard Mr. Kao indicate that he believed actions in Gaza constituted genocide; 
reference the destruction of schools and universities in Gaza, calling for solidarity with educators in Gaza; share his views 
about the consequences of an earlier Regents Policy 2301 violation, for which he was censured; and question University 
policies that preclude discussion of non-course-germane topics in class. 
 
Based on the above, it is my finding that Mr. Kao misused the classroom by distorting the instructional process in a 
manner which deviates from the responsibilities inherent in academic freedom, an action that constitutes a violation of 
Regents Policy 2301.    
 
An issue raised in your September 23rd letter to Brennan is that Mr. Kao gave those remarks after the official end time of 
the lecture and he prefaced his remarks by saying that students were free to leave (i.e., he was not insisting they listen to 
what he was about to say); as transcribed by you, he said, “But again, if you want to go then I don’t take any offense. It’s 
all good. And I will try not to waste too much of your time because it’s after 2 [pm].” As you observe in your September 
23rd letter, those facts do not absolve Mr. Kao. First, as you noted, students did not know what he might say and, so, even 
if excused, they might reasonably have expected to hear material germane to the course. Second, even if students wished 
to leave, they could not teleport themselves out—it takes time for a large lecture hall to clear, even more time if some 
students remain seated to listen to the instructor. Third, it is not uncommon for classes to run over their scheduled time; 
indeed, as his co-instructor, Justin Yokota, turned the lecture over to Mr. Kao with less than 30 seconds remaining in the 
scheduled class time, the lecture in question was on pace to run over. Nothing in Regents Policy 2301 can be read to 
indicate it doesn’t apply when a course goes into “overtime”; indeed, it would be at odds with the clear intent of that 
policy to imagine it ceased to apply in overtime. It is my conclusion and finding that the fact that Mr. Kao gave his 










